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The Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) Complex,
located 15 miles east of Toledo, Ohio, contains remnants of
a vast marsh that once bordered western Lake trrie. The
complex is comprised of three wildlife refuges: Ottawa
NWR, Cedar Point NWR, and West Sister Island NWR.

The Ottawa NWR complex consists of over 9000 acres of
marshes, wooded wetlands, coastal wetlands, shrublands,
grasslands, and an estu ayy that support avariety of wildlife
communities. The complex is recognized as an important
stopover area for migratory songbirds, shorebirds, and
waterfowl. Dramatic flights of migratory birds may be
seen at Ottawa NWR, notably the spring migration of
warblers, and the autumn passage of waterfowl. West
Sister Island is home to the largest wading bird colony
in the Il.S. Great Lakes. These birds may be observed
feeding in coastal marshes. The Ottawa NWR complex has
received recognition as being a Globally Important Bird
Area by the American Bird Conseyyancy, and is part of
the Western Lake Erie Regional Shorebird Reserve in the
Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network. The
Ottawa NRW complex is regularly rec ognized as one of the
top birding sites in the nation, receiving recognition most
recently as a Top 10 birding destination from "Birder's
World" magazine.

The common names used and the taxonomic order are
in accordance with the Ameri can Ornithologists' IJnion
"Checklist of North American Birds" , Ttn trdition, through
the 45th Supplement. Family names follow the American
Birding Asiociation checklist convention.

The 308 species listed here include both common species
and irregular visitors. Seasonal occurrence information
is derived from numerous sources, including the monthly
bird survey at Ottawa NWR (1969-present), Black Swamp
Bird Observatory banding stations and surveys, Toledo
Naturalist Association surveys, Refuge staff surveys,
and expert opinion. Due to changes in species occurrence
over time, data from 1990-2004 were used for seasonal
occurrence to most accuyately represent the current
likelihood of seeing a bird. Data from 1969-2004 were used
to document the occurrence of rare birds.

The likelihood of observing a species may be lower or
higher than the occurrence listed here, due to natural
variability within seasons and among years, timing of your
visit in relation to peaks in migration, habitats observed
during your visit, and differences in detectability between
species.

Visiting birders are encouraged to share their rare
sightings with refuge staff.

Bird Legend
C... .... common-seen on 907o of visits
F...o.o......... .... fairly common-seen on 50-90Vo
IJ ............ o..... l-Lncommo n-20-50%o
R............... ....yaye-less than 20Vo of visits
X... .......... extremely rare-fewer than 6 times since 1969
-.... .... no ,aao*da* ... has nested on Refuge since 1990

S... ....Spring (March through Muy)
s.................... Summer (June and July)
F ................... F'all (August through November)
W.................. Winter (December through February)
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Partridges, Grouse, Turkeys & 0ld World Cuail
Ring-necked Pheasant* ....;m;. F'

Garacaras & Falcons . ,..

Ameri can Kestrel * .. .. ..... ...... ........ ...... .,iffi.
:::: ll::ll; iii

Merlin .........o......ffi
::tiii::iii rii

Gyrfalcon ...............o........ ......iHSi
t:ltia;iitilji

Peregrine Falcon. ...... ...., .

Rails, Gallinules and Goots 
ffi

.......1.t8'
:i.:i:::tl:lli

King Rail{' ...;it€i
llli:i:11::lili

SOrat* ..... o.... o............ o......... o...................tlffi
Common Moorhen* .....i'ffi
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Ameri can Coot* .....:.ffi.
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Goatsuckers 
,,

Common Nighthawk... ....o.o....o...... j]ffi

Whip-poor-will ... ffii

":rnti;;tt:

swifts i;i':'...
,i:l:tl:tli:,

Chimney Swift.. .....,8+

ti:t:1:1:i1t:

Hummingbirds t"t,'ul!'i,i

Ruby-throated Hummingbird *

Kingfishers
Belted Kingflsher ..,ffi,,

':
Woodpeckers & Allies

Red-headed Woodpecker* U
Red-bellied Woodpecker't . 

,ffi,,

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker ........ffi,
Downy Woodpecker{' ........ $i
Hairy Woodpecker't .......................ff
Northern F'licker'r'.. .....8.l
Pileated Woodpecker ... .....,ffi,

U F'ii.. R

Tyrant Flycatchers
Olive-sided Flycatcher.o.o........ ......'R.. R
Eastern Wood-Pewee* ......IJ C
Yellow-bellied F lycatcher .......,ffi,, R
Acadian F lycatcher ...... R R

., ., ..::4,::a:

Alder F lycatcher .....................,ft,, R
Willow F lycatcher* .....11 C
Least F'lycatcher ... .i R,::::::: ll:::

Eastern Phoebe" ............... F.,, F

Great Crested Flycatcher .......If,; C
"'' 

t;t't!'"tit"''Western Kingbird ...... ..........,.1,.

Eastern Kingbird" ............ IJ C
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher .. {
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Blue-winged Warbler........ .o..........,tI, R
Golden-winged Warb1er...................... R
Tennessee Warbler.........o.o... .. ..... F X
Orange-crowned Warbler.. R
Nashville Warbler. ...o.. ............. F,,,,,

..:

Northern Parula o..... ...........o....U X
Yellow Warbler'i' C C
Chestnut-sided Warbler'k ....... F:,, R::::::

Magnolia Warbler ...... .............. C R
Cape MayWarbler...o..............o.o.o.......U X
Black-throated Blue Warbler. ......,F,i X
Yellow-rumped Warbler...... .... C X
Black-throated Green Warbler.......... F, X
Blackburnian Warbler . .U X
Yellow-throated Warbler.. .............X
Pine Warbler .... o.......... o. o o o. o. o................ R
Kirtland's Warbler.. .... o.. ... o. o.. ........ o..... X
Prairie Warbler.. ....X

:

Palm Warbler .. ...... ............. C
Bay-brgasted Warbler ........................ F' X
Blackpoll Warbler ..II R
Cerulean Warbler .. H
Black-and-white Warbler'l' ........... S. R
Ameri can Redstart'i' ... o........ .......... F' Il
Prothonotary Warbler'r' ...... . IJ R
Worm-eating Warbler.. ....X X
Swainson's Warbler .. o. o. o............ o......... X
Ovgnbird'k ..........o................... ... F X
Northern Waterthrush ..... F X
Louisi ana Waterthrush...... ...... .... R
Kentucky Warbler .. o...................... o..... R,
Conngcticut Warb1gr.....o.....................R X
Mourning Warbler...............................U R
Common Yellowthroat'i'....... .... C C

:;::::':::

Hooded Warbler{' ..o....o......'H, X
'::':::::':.

Wilson's Warbler. ............... F R
:

Canada Warbler.................... ...U R
Yellow-breasted Chat'F ...... *. R

Summgr Tanager ... o............................. R,
:::::,.1::: '

Scarlet Tanager'" ......o.....................ffi'., R
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Fringilline, Gardueline Finches & AIlies ,i'*,
,ii..lutril

Purple F inch ........o... ......o.........ffi
;,,1i:r,ii::t

House F inchS .......o...........o...o...... . .ffi.

White-winged Crossbill .o.o.....o.o....o..... i
Common Redpoll .........o.. ...............H.

, r:, ii;li,iii,

Pine Siskin ...... ............. ilft

American Goldflnchtr .............o...o.o.... ;ffi.

Evening Grosbeak ..... o. o... o................... ffi

Old World Sparrows ':l'=l

House Sparrow't. ......o..... ......o..... #'
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