


We exist becauseé 

Fresh water is a finite resource. We are working to protect it. The 

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge Complex is located along the 

southern shore of Lake Erie, the 11th largest lake in the world. The 

Great Lakes contain about 20% of the world's fresh water but they are 

in jeopardy. The wetlands of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge play a 

critical role in the Lake Erie ecosystem, acting as the kidneys of the 

landscape; working to protect NW Ohio's drinking water, work, and 

leisure. They also provide important nesting and stopover habitat for 

birds, fish and wildlife. Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge 

works to support Ohio's only national wildlife refuge complex through 

fundraising and volunteerism so that we can be the change that our 

wildlife and community deserve. 

My name is Jeff Vogelpohl. I'm a machinist by trade but my passion is 

wildlife photography. I was born in Curtice, Ohio which is not far from Ottawa 

National Wildlife Refuge. I fell in love with photography at an early age. My 

first camera was a Polaroid Big Swinger. After high school I bought A Minolta 

SRT 201 35mm camera. I used it for sporting events, astrophotography, and 

wildlife. In around 2007 I enrolled in some photography classes at Owens 

Community College. I learned a lot about exposure, lighting, and processing 

film (which is fun) and I made my transition from film to digital. 

 

When I was in my early teens my mom would take me and my siblings to 

Crane Creek to go swimming. We might see some muskrats, maybe a 

raccoon or opossum, but always lots of geese. This is where I would go 

sometimes to take photos. I never saw anything close to what is observed 

today.  

Younger people today take it for granted that most of the animals around today were not always here. I never saw 

a bald eagle until I was 16. I was outside with my dad and we happened to see a pair flying overhead. I didn't see 

another one until the mid 1970s at what is now Maumee Bay State Park. Today, if you go to the Ottawa National 

Wildlife Refuge, I can almost guarantee you will see a bald eagle. Deer were just starting to make an appearance 
in the area in the 1970s. I saw my first coyote in the early 1980s and I saw my first turkey in the early 2010s.  

Today because of early and ongoing conservation efforts, I can go to Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge and see 

animals today that were not around in my youth. I've seen six types of owls, several types of heron, swans, egrets, 

ducks, pelicans and many types of songbirds. I've seen mink, coyotes, fox, beavers and my favorite, seemingly 

increasing in numbers: the river otters.  

If you've never been to Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, I encourage you to do so. Some people prefer the Wildlife 

Drive when its open. I like the walking trails. Sometimes it's hot and buggy, sometimes it's rainy, sometimes it's 

very cold, but that's all part of the experience.          

      ð- Jeff Vogelpohl, 2022 Annual Report Cover Photographer 
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Letter from the President 

 

As we come to the end of another incredible year at Ottawa National Wildlife 

Refuge, I want to personally thank all our members and donors. Friends of Ottawa 

National Wildlife Refuge could not have accomplished all that we have 

without you. Through the support of the Innovation Fund over the winter we were 

able to purchase a trailer that will be used by the refuge as a mobile education & 

contact station. Iôm excited for this incredible purchase to help educate more people 

about all the wonders of Ottawa Refuge. We were also able to fulfill one of your 

wishes in the summer by purchasing an electric shuttle that we can drive on the 

trails. This has opened doors for people 

to explore and experience Ottawa 

Refuge in new ways. With your support 

the Friends were also able to cover the 

cost of a shelter house that was built at 

the Nehls Memorial Nature Preserve on 

Catawba Island for all to enjoy. 

You have helped us accomplish so 

much this year. Whether it was a few 

dollars tossed in the donation box on 

our counter or thousands of dollars out 

of your brokerage account, everything 

helped to make Ottawa National Wildlife 

Refuge more inclusive. Your support 

has not gone unnoticed.  

It has been a privilege to be the board 

president this year especially for a 

group that supports a place that I hold 

close to my heart. I grew up with the 

refuge literally right in my backyard, 

interned here during college and just celebrated 10 years of volunteer 

work at the refuge this year. I have gained a lot of experiences, 

sharpened skills and have learned a lot about myself while working 

with this very driven and hard-working group of individuals.  

Thank you for helping us create a great year for Ottawa Refuge. I look 

forward to seeing what we can accomplish with you in 2023.  

Kendra Foust, President 

Carol Fingerhut, Vice President 

Tom Romito, Secretary 

Michael House, Treasurer 

Melanie Bowen-Greenwald 

Shirley Haar 

Mary Willoughby 

Kris Johnston 

Jim Krieger 

Michael House 

Justin Woldt 

Ron Overmyer 

Tajinder Singh 

Carolyn McClintock 

Jan McDermott 

 

2022 BOARD MEMBERS 

FRIENDS STAFF 

Aimee Arent, Executive Director 

Julia Hinca, Nature Store Manager 

Kendra Foust 

2022 Friends Board President 



  From the Managerõs Desk 

A Conservation Legacy 

 

"Here is your country. Cherish these natural wonders, cherish the natural resources, cherish the 

history and romance as a sacred heritage, for your children and your children's children. Do not let 

selfish men or greedy interests skin your country of its beauty, its riches or its romance."  

                        ~ Theodore Roosevelt 

 

The 1800s saw many species of birds hunted to the brink of 

extinction for no other purpose than for the appeal of adorning oneôs 

hat and clothes with decorative bird feathers.  President Theodore 

Roosevelt heard the calls of scientists, conservation groups, and 

concerned citizens and used his presidential powers on March 14
th
, 

1903 to protect Pelican Island on the Florida coast. His actions 

created the first national wildlife refuge. 120 years later, the National 

Wildlife Refuge System has grown to more than 568 refuges, 38 

wetland management districts, and 5 marine national monuments 

protecting 855 million acres of land and water.  

 

Wildlife conservation is the overall purpose of the national wildlife 

refuge system. The national wildlife refuge system is a national 

network of lands and water intended for conservation, protection  

and management of species and habitats while also providing a 

recreational conduit by which people can connect and appreciate  

our natural heritage. Public uses such as wildlife observation, 

hunting, fishing, environmental education, and interpretation 

programs create a host of outdoor experiences for visitors. The National Wildlife Refuge System hosts more 

than 67 million visits annually illustrating that refuges benefit people and the communities they serve.  

 

Today, Ottawa Refuge staff are emboldened by the conservation 

legacy of Theodore Roosevelt to protect land, water, and species 

for future generations. As Ohioôs only national wildlife refuge, we 

are inspired to build on the foundation laid by President Roosevelt 

over a century ago. The synergy between Ottawa National Wildlife 

Refuge and our conservation partners amplified our successes in 

2022 and helped to build on our collective conservation legacy and 

fulfill our promise to the American people.   

 

As I reflect on 2022, I am humbled by what we were able to 

accomplish working together with our partners. It is hard to pick one 

accomplishment from 2022 that I can say unequivocally was the 

highlight of the year.  How does one compare the conservation 

value of growing the refuge to developing public recreation 

opportunities to securing additional habitat restoration funding?  The 

layers of our conservation work overlap and are so intertwined; 

success in one area nourishes success in other programmatic 

areas.  There is synergy in our successes. The agency mission is 

like a vascular system that connects to all the vital organs that keep 

our conservation programs connected, alive and thriving.  

Jason P. Lewis 

Refuge Manager 

Bob Clark 
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I guess if I had to pick, I would have to say growing the core 

conservation footprint of the refuge; adding lands to the refuge 

complex was the highlight for me. Over the years our land protection 

program has brought me the most excitement and human energy. 

Without the land, we cannot provide healthy ecosystems, wildlife 

habitats or blissful walks among nature for our visitors. At the end of 

the day when I am driving home in deep self-reflection, I am grateful 

to have played a part in protecting more land for future generations, 

restoring fields of wildflowers for dwindling pollinators, planting 

shrubs and trees providing habitat for birds and other wildlife, and 

restoring wetlands for the benefits of water quality, fish, wildlife and 

people.   

 

I think Teddy Roosevelt would be proud that we have continued to 

ñcherish our natural heritage for our children and our childrenôs 

childrenò.  In the end, we are all only borrowing the land. While we 

live, we can decide to either exploit nature for our own interests or 

leave behind a legacy, a foundation, that will make life a little better 

for those who inherit it.    

 

The refuge saw important conservation success and several sad 

departures in 2022. The refuge added an additional 323.4 acres, 

protecting habitats for fish and wildlife and helping to restore the 

health of Lake Erie. The Fox Unit project resulted in the completion 

of a 1400ô accessible hiking trail that was made possible by the 

Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge and our community 

through donations and grants. The refuge also received more than  

$1 million dollars in Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) grants that will be used over the next several years to 

restore and enhance ecosystem services benefiting water quality, wildlife, and people.   

 

We added a familiar face to our conservation team hiring Courtney Lopez in October, but we also saw the departure 

of Wildlife Officer Clayton Hamilton, seasonal Biological Technician Alex Cherpes and Administrative Assistant Scott 

Bryant. The refuge welcomed back the Biggest Week in American Birding which contributed to the 355,172 visits we 

saw in 2022.     

I want to thank you for all your support of the refuge in 2022. Together, we are all greater than the sum of our 
individual parts. The hope of our shared conservation legacy is knowing we were not the first and, equally important, 
we will not be the last to champion the legacy of Teddy Roosevelt.  

 

 

 

REFUGE STAFF 

Jason Lewis, Refuge Manager 

Karl Fleming, Assistant Refuge Manager 

Ron Huffman, Refuge Biologist 

Jeff Finn, Private Lands Biologist 

Rebecca Lewis, Visitor Services Specialist 

Clayton Hamilton, Federal Wildlife Officer 

(through July) 

Scott Bryant, Administrative Assistant 

(through November) 

Chuck Shier, Maintenance Mechanic 

Alex Baginski, Maintenance Mechanic 

(starting in June) 

Ramsay Houze, Maintenance Worker 

Brandon Giesler, Maintenance Worker 

Keith (Troy) Atkinson, Maintenance Worker 

Keith Findlay, Maintenance Worker 

Kenneth Millerschone, Maintenance Worker 

Alex Cherpes, Biological Technician  

(through June) 

Courtney Lopez, Wildlife Refuge Specialist 

(starting in October) 

Buck Buchanan, Laborer  

Tony Everhardt 



  Your National Wildlife Refuge 
P
h
o
t
o
:
 
W
i
n
t
e
r
 
R
e
f
u
g
e
 
b
y
 
L
o
r
i
 
M
o
n
s
k
a

 

The Ottawa National Wildlife 

Refuge Complex consists of 

three National Wildlife Refuges:  

Ottawa NWR:  
Located between Toledo and 

Port Clinton, this 8,266 acre 

refuge is managed for waterfowl, 

shorebirds, neo-tropical migrant 

songbirds, and a variety of plant 

and animal species. The three 

story Visitor Center and hiking 

trails are located here. A number 

of satellite properties are also 

part of this refuge. 

Cedar Point NWR:  
Cedar Point NWRôs 2,675 acres 

comprise the largest contiguous 

marsh on Lake Erie (US). Aside 

from a designated fishing and 

kayaking area, access is by 

guided tour or permit only. 

West Sister Island NWR:  
This 82 acre island is situated in Lake Erie, about 9 miles from shore.  It is the largest Great Blue Heron and Great 

Egret rookery in the U.S. Great Lakes. Access is by permit only. 

Part of a Larger System 

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge is part of a 

much larger National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Known as one of Americaôs greatest 

conservation success stories, the system has 

protected and restored habitats for hundreds 

of species including fish, plants, animals, and 

migratory birds.    

 

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge is part of 

Region 3 of the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service. Also known as the Midwest 

Region, Region 3 encompasses eight states 

and four out of five U.S. Great Lakes.  

 

For more information about the National 

Wildlife Refuge System, the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, and conservation priorities, 

visit www.fws.gov.  



  Carrying on a Legacy 

Familyôs Gift Reflects Their Shared Appreciation of 

Nature and Honors Loved Ones 

When the refuge was thinking about adding a mural to the landscape at 

the Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge trailhead, Friends Executive 

Director Aimee Arent immediately thought of the Ferguson Family as a 

potential sponsor for the project. She knew several family members 

were into birding as well as visual arts, and when asked the family was 

pleased to offer their full support of the project in honor of the family 

members they have lost over the years, all of whom have had a 

connection to nature.  

As children growing up, the younger Ferguson siblings explored the 

woods and creeks near their home. Gregg especially loved to study 

snakes and other living creatures, while Keith enjoyed fishing. As an 

adult in California, Gregg turned his scientific curiosity to mushrooms, 

learning which are edible and the best locations to find them. He honed 

his skills as a photographer to record his finds, always being respectful 

of the natural world. Although not formally educated, he was a leading 

expert in the Santa Cruz area and maintained a newsletter for 

enthusiasts.  

Fishing had also been a past time of their oldest brother, Dan, who continued passing on that 

skill to the younger members of his family. He made many fishing trips to Canada with his 

sons as his father had done for him when he was a child. 

He took his sons, grandsons, and nephews on a yearly 

fishing trip to Pymatuning Reservoir.  

The oldest sibling, Linda, was not as devoted to fishing and 

camping, but she loved flowers and hummingbirds, a love 

passed on through the matriarch of the family, Mary. These 

four siblings, father, mother and step-father have all passed, 

sadly. But their surviving family members have a love for 

nature as well. 

Surviving siblings, Marsha (Ferguson) Penner, Letha 

Ferguson, step-sister Connie Faddis, and half-sister Paula 

Reich, along with Lindaôs daughter Tammi Ventura are all 

avid birders and members of the Friends of Ottawa National 

Wildlife Refuge. They have been enjoying the refuge and 

surrounding natural places for more than a decade. Danôs 

oldest daughter Lydia Horvath is an art teacher and painted 

a mural image on an entrance of the Visitor Center. When 

Aimee asked Letha whether her family would be interested 

in supporting a mural on the property, the family did not hesitate, and decided to honor Linda, 

Dan, Keith, Gregg and their parents through the project. After seeing local artist Chilly 

Rodriguezôs vision for the murals, the family simply requested the following be added to the 

planned images: a bee on a thistle ï the Ferguson Scottish crest (for Dan), a mushroom (for 

Gregg), and a fish jumping (for Keith). The sunflower already was perfect to represent Linda 

and Mary. And the birds, butterfly, Blandingôs turtle and scenes of the marshes were what 

drew the family to the region in the first place.  

ñThe mural represents nature, and it 

was our pleasure to take our whole 

familyôs love for nature and put that 

into our support of the beautiful 

project.ò ð Letha Ferguson 

The Ferguson Family, 1970. From left 

to right pictured are Paula Reich, Keith 

Ferguson, Mary Ferguson Reich, 

Letha Ferguson, Gregg Ferguson. 

Above: Photos of the nature 

inspired mural by artist Chilly 

Rodriguez on the trailhead 

restrooms | Jessica Duez 

Below: Paula Reich enjoys the 

8ô monarch on the west wall.  



  Refuge Financials 

Ottawa NWR received approximately  

$1.2 million in Congressional budget 

allocations in fiscal year 2022, a 27% 

decrease over the previous year. 

 

This year has been especially challenging to 

the refuge staff. Overall, the FY22 budget 

allocations were down from last year by over 

$80,000. Weôve been able to perform the 

most necessary maintenance work, all while 

keeping safe. We were able to implement 

some changes that would keep our visitors 

safe. We know that some of our changes 

have been an inconvenience. We can only 

extend our sincerest thanks with the patience 

that you have had during this trying year. 

Refuge maintenance funds go to the highest 

priority repairs as we only have a small 

percentage of funding to use. Fortunately, 

we were able to use some special funding 

provided by the regional office to offset some 

of these repairs and modifications. Special 

project funding for habitat restoration and 

other non-agency funding allocations were 

critical to ensuring our operational 

sustainability in 2022. 

 

Our largest utilities expenditure is electricity. 

Most of our water control pump structures 

are electrically operated. 60% of our total 

electricity usage was spent on water 

management alone. As you know, we have 

a solar array on our property. This wonderful 

addition supplies 2/3 of our electricity needs 

for the Visitor Center. The solar array 

actively pushes some energy back to the 

ñgridò giving us some savings on this electric 

bill. Fuel costs were exceptionally high this 

year because of the dramatic increases in 

the price of diesel fuel.  

 

Here is the breakdown of the expenditures for 2022: 

¶ Maintenance: $90,995, including repairs to properties, 

structures, vehicles, and equipment  

¶ Supplies: $45,822, including office and field supplies, visitor/

volunteer services supplies for all programs  

¶ Fixed Expenses: $60,768, including utilities, phones, water, 

propane, trash removal, etc.  

¶ Fuel: $54,383 to fuel vehicles and equipment for all programs  

The Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge Complex had an  

operating budget of $251,968 for 2022, a 27% decrease over 2021. 

Supplies, 18% 

Maintenance, 36% 

Fixed Expenses, 24% 

Fuel, 22% 

New refuge pump station at Cedar Point NWR, 

Pool 2. Once completed, this station will allow full 

water level management for the first time in over 30 

years. | USFWS Ron Huffman 

Background photo: A summer wetland scene  

by USFWS 



  Friends Financials  

Restricted  

for Refuge 

Projects, 

36% 

2022 FRIENDS REVENUE 

$593,816 

2022 FRIENDS EXPENSES 

Operations, 6% 

Nature Store, 12% 

Wages, 14% 

Refuge Support, 67% 

2022 FRIENDS ASSETS 

Short-Term Savings, 4% 

Land  

Acquisition  

Fund, 8% 

$778,955 

$567,385 

Nature Store  

Inventory, 6% 

Unrestricted  

Operating Fund, 19% 

Fixed Assets, 1% 

Unrestricted Donations, 5% 

Restricted  

Donations, 28% 

Memberships, 

 5% 

Nature Store, 21% 

Grants, 38% 

Fundraising  

Events, 1% 

2022 Revenue & Expenditures 

Government funding does not cover all that is necessary to 

manage a refuge. As a result, wildlife refuges depend on 

ñFriendsò groups like Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge 

(FONWR) to fill in the gaps, providing financial and volunteer 

support. In 2022, support of Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife 

Refuge through all revenue streams totaled $593,816. 

About $378,616 of FONWR expenditures went directly to 

helping the Refuge Complex and community in the areas of 

conservation, wildlife protection, research, law enforcement, 

and education. Refuge support includes items such as visitor 

access and maintenance projects, intern stipends, and field trip 

transportation. This year refuge support included $274,569 from 

grants and cooperative agreements for new projects such as the 

Career Pathways Program, an H2Ohio project and restoration 

agreement through the Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program.  

About 36% of assets are set aside for restricted refuge projects 

that will further our impact on the refuge & our community. 

 

 

Fundraising, <1% 

Interest  

Income, <1% 

Real Estate, <1% 

Land - 28.4 acres, 21% 

Summary of Friends Accomplishments in 2022 

§ Funded 7 internships that assisted refuge staff with a 
combined total of 3,196 hours of work 

§ Established Career Pathways Program to advance interns 
and selected our first Level 2 and Level 3 participants 

§ Worked with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 
US Fish & Wildlife Service and local vendors to execute an 
H2Ohio project at Cedar Point National Wildlife Refuge 

§ Purchased 11.9 acre addition to the Turkey Run Unit 

§ Worked with Partners for Fish and Wildlife and vendors to 
treat 846 acres for invasive species on private lands 

§ Hosted an environmental education teacherôs workshop 
made possible by an Ohio Environmental Education Fund 
grant 

§ Purchased an interpretive trailer to connect with audiences 
on the refuge and in the community 

§ Through community support, purchased 15 passenger 
electric shuttle and led 25 tours through the refuge 

§ Supported Bird Friendly Facility project through volunteer 
support and purchasing interpretive displays  

§ Built 1,400ô ADA compliant crushed gravel and boardwalk 
trail at Fox Unit with benches  

§ Constructed a pavilion at Nehls Memorial Nature Preserve 
cooperatively managed by the USFWS & Black Swamp 
Conservancy 

§ Served as the fiscal sponsor for the Portage River Water 
Trail project and purchased brochures & signs for partners 

Shuttle, 4% 

Mobile Field  

Station, 1% 

Investment (loss), -2% 



  Public Use Projects 

Friends of Ottawa NWR is committed to helping the refuge improve access for its six public uses: Wildlife Observation, 

Environmental Education, Interpretation, Photography, Fishing and Hunting. We help to install access points with trails, 

build observation decks, provide equipment to maintain these areas, and help to keep the public updated and 

connected with whatôs happening at the refuge.  

The Friends made an impact in 2022 through four public use projects: the Nehls pavilion, Fox ADA trail, the óPuddles 

the Blue Gooseô Shuttle and the Portage River Water Trail. 

Pavilion 

Nehls Memorial Nature Preserve  

Fox Preserve Boardwalk & Trail 

Through the 

generous 

support of 

partners and 

members of 

our local 

community, 

we created a 

crushed 

stone and 

boardwalk 

trail loop at the Fox Nature Preserve located 

across State Route 2 from the Visitor Center. 

Increasing accessibility to this site will open 

doors for more visitors to be able to 

experience prairie and woodland habitats and 

wildlife that live here.  

 

Above: Nectaring monarchs | Kellie Kenniston; 

monarch caterpillar | Glenda Whittern; Boardwalk 

trail through wet prairie | FONWR  

Background photo from the Fox Nature Preserve 

woodland trail  | FONWR 

Because of the support of a generous 

anonymous donor, Friends of Ottawa NWR was 

able to construct a pavilion at the Nehls 

Memorial Nature Preserve on Catawba Island. 

This addition further increased accessibility to 

the site by providing an ADA compliant picnic 

shelter complete with wheelchair accessible 

tables right next to the EZ Dock kayak access. 

This site is owned by Black Swamp Conservancy 

and cooperatively managed by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service team at Ottawa National Wildlife 

Refuge. Friends of Ottawa NWR has provided 

nearly $120,000 to develop ADA compliant 

public access at this site since 2020. 

The new picnic pavilion at Nehls Memorial Nature 

Preserve | FONWR 



Portage River Water Trail 

Blue Goose Shuttle  
 
In a survey of Friends, one of the most requested 
improvements was a way to help visitors access the 
furthest points of the refugeôs lengthy dike and woodland 
trails. With the generous donations from many donors and 
members, Friends of Ottawa NWR was able to purchase 
an electric vehicle (EV) shuttle in the summer of 2022. The 
15 passenger MotoEV Electro Transit Shuttle will allow 
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge and Friends group to 
continue expanding the mission of providing public access 
of the refuge without harming the wildlife or habitats.  
 
Our first couple of shuttle rides were by invitation only to 
project donors and first responders before expanding it to 
the public in general. The shuttle is driven by volunteers 
who have run more than 25 trips since the first ride in 
September of 2022.   
 
I was lucky enough to be the designated driver for our first 
ride on the shuttle and was so grateful to meet some of our 
donors and members who love and enjoy everything that 
the refuge provides. On a personal note, I was so humbled 
by Mrs. Barbara Fox who was on our first ride and talked 
about the beauty of the refuge and how it has grown since 
she used to walk here as a little girl.  
 
Please check our website or follow us on Facebook to find 
out dates for upcoming trips in 2023. We have so many 
ideas for next year to make the refuge more accessible to 
our visitors while keeping the conservation efforts intact. I 
would like to thank all of our members, visitors and donors 
who have made this EV shuttle possible for future 
generations. 
             Tajinder (TJ) Singh, Board Member 
 
Photos (l-r) Mrs Fox with TJ on the first EV ride; Donors who rode with us 
on the first trip; Pelicans on Crane Creek Estuary | Tajinder Singh 

Friends of Ottawa 

National Wildlife 

Refuge served as 

the fiscal sponsor 

for the launch of the 

Portage River 

Water Trail project. 

The Friends 

advanced the 

efforts of many 

community partners 

to complete the trail 

by securing an 

Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources grant to purchase 

brochures and signs for sites owned by parks 

and municipalities along the river. 

The Portage River Water Trail begins at 

William Henry Harrison Park in Pemberville 

and ends at the Lake Erie Beach in Port 

Clinton - approximately 36 river miles of 

paddling!  

The refugeôs Marinewood & Little Portage 

Units are part of the water trail. 



 

  Land Acquisition & Restoration 

Since 2013 the Friends have managed a growing fund for Land Acquisition and Restoration. One of our long-term goals 

is to establish a $500,000 revolving fund that will allow us to aid the refuge with the purchase of land from willing property 

owners and restoration of existing refuge parcels from Toledo to the Sandusky Bay. In 2022 we purchased an 11.9 acre 

addition to the Turkey Run Unit southeast of Oak Harbor. To date, we have purchased & conserved 69 acres.  We 

also expanded our restoration reach in 2022 to include two new projects. 

The helicopter set up we 
used to treat the invasive 
phragmites in 2022.Thank 
you to Helicopter Applicators 
out of Gettysburg, PA. 

  Interpretation 

Habitat Restoration Program 

 

Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge strengthened its relationship with the Partners 

for Fish & Wildlife Program this year by entering into a cooperative agreement to assist in 

wetland habitat management in NW Ohio. Jeff Finn, Private Lands Biologist will work with 

landowners to complete individual agreements and provide copies to the Friends who will 

assist with outreach to private landowners through social media, in person gatherings, and 

handouts with administrative portions of the projects. In 2022, Friends support went to 

aerial spraying of invasive phragmites on 846 acres of private lands. 

volunteer hours 
����������  

visits 

����������  

������������  

��������������  

Wildlife Drive Explorers 

 program participants 

This year the refuge was excited once again to host bus tours to Cedar 

Point (3) and Navarre Marsh during spring migration on the refugeôs Blue 

Goose Bus. We also held tram tours, caravan tours, and guided hikes 

made possible by our incredible volunteers and visiting detailees including 

Visitor Services Specialist (and former Friends intern) Logan Sauer (5) of 

Minnesota Valley NWR & Visitor Services Manager Lionel Grant of 

Shiawassee NWR and RV Volunteers Judith Sniderman and Mark Houser 

(1). During that same time we also used our mobile field station 

purchased through the Innovation Fund for the first time for our native 

plant sale (pictured, board member Jim Krieger) at the refuge (2 & 4).  

1 2 

3 4 

5 

Coastal Restoration Project 

 

Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge served as a fiscal sponsor for an H2Ohio project 

and worked with local contractors, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and refuge 

staff to reconnect 155 acres of coastal wetland habitat to Lake Erie hydrology. This project 

removed excess nutrients, improved water quality and allowed for bidirectional movement of 

fish in and out of the wetland in the largest contiguous marsh in Ohioôs Lake Erie marshes.  

P
h
o
t
o
:
 
F
o
x
 
P
r
e
s
e
r
v
e
 
b
y
 
V
i
n
c
e
 
C
a
p
o
z
z
i
e
l
l
o

 


