
MAKING AN IMPACT WITH
YOUR DONOR-ADVISED FUND

Make the Most of Your
Donor-Advised Fund
If you’ve set up a donor-advised fund (DAF),
you likely have multiple charitable interests
and want to control how your contributions
are invested. You might let its value grow to
make a bigger impact later, or find it
simplifies your giving by efficiently directing
grants to your favorite charities.

But did you know there are ways to
use your DAF to protect Lake Erie’s
wetlands and wildlife—now and for
the future? This guide will help you do
exactly that!

1. Memorialize, honor, or commemorate a loved one or
event.
Did someone introduce you to the wonder of the Refuge—a
parent, a teacher, a birding companion? Would you like to honor
them? Or perhaps there is an event you’d like to commemorate,
such as a wedding, anniversary, or the birth of a child. With your
DAF, you can recommend grants to the Friends for these
purposes, and we can help you direct your gift where it will have
the greatest impact.

2. Teach your loved ones about giving and why you
believe in it.
For many supporters, teaching others the joy of giving brings
meaning to their lives. Imagine using your DAF to show your
children or grandchildren how generosity protects wild places—
sharing your values and becoming a role model for future
generations of conservationists.

P H O T O  P L A C E H O L D E R
Multi-generational family / friends sharing a moment outdoors at the Refuge

More on reverse ⟩

Build community, teach generosity, 
honor a loved one, and more



3. Build community by forming “giving circles” with
other DAF owners.
Giving circles are increasingly popular because they help
people pool funds for greater impact and build relationships
with like-minded individuals. Members benefit from the
group’s collective wisdom—plus, they’re fun! Whether you
join a casual group, a loose network, or a formal
organization, you can use your DAF to support your giving
circle’s conservation priorities.

4. Bundle your charitable gifts to itemize several deductions in the same year.
By bundling multiple years of giving and transferring the funds to your DAF in a single tax year, you may itemize to claim
your charitable deduction. For instance, you might place five or ten years of donations into your DAF at once, then
distribute the funds as a single grant recommendation or over several years on a schedule you set in advance.

5. Leave all or a portion of your account to charity by changing your beneficiary designation.
You may name Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge as a beneficiary, allowing remaining assets to support our work
and close the account. Alternatively, you can keep your DAF active to distribute grants over time, as instructed. These
options depend on the fund you selected and the agreement you made with its sponsor.

Direct a grant to the Friends, and see the impact your dollars have on the Refuge today.

We are happy to share how you can achieve your philanthropic goals while protecting the wild places that
changed your life—for years to come. To make an impact with a DAF grant, or by naming the Friends as a
beneficiary, please contact us today.

I’M HERE TO HELP VISIT: FRIENDSOFOTTAWANWR.ORG

Aimee Arent
Executive Director
Friends of the Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge
Phone: 419-707-7756 (call or text)
Email: friendsofottawanwr@gmail.com

Mailing Address:
Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge
14000 W. State Route 2
Oak Harbor, OH 43449

This information is not intended as legal, accounting, or other professional advice. For assistance with charitable planning, consult an attorney for legal advice or
engage another qualified professional.
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