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River Otters Return to Ohio#

After fesmevermrintroduction program by the Ohio Department of
1993, North American river otters (Lontra canadensis) hda wd
to habitat | oss and uncontrolled hunting. During the prOdigo,a
were relocated from Arkansas and Louisiana into waterways af¢
counti es.

Tracking a Growing Population

River otters are difficult to survey, and watching watecway :
bridge surveys in the easf2@&rnh por momms oof hOWwi ¢ hfer omt 200 @ opu
more otter sighting reports coming in, the surveys expanded

The otter population reached an estimated 2, B0 0 nidna ngled 2,d vshps
2006, the popul ation exceeded 6, 000, and otters cont i nuxepdadt
the population into 83 of 88 Ohio counties, from the origin:a
again to 84 counties!

Otters at Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge

As river otters expanded their territories, more places bec:
Otters have been observed along refugethi &i ngdlitesfgfé 1Veorgfed rp oehbd
his nickname for his uncanny ability to | ocaté aanbd ep htoot ocgarpa
unt il 2018. When volunteer photographer Tony Everhardt thega
spring of 2021, underscoring just how difficult they are to

The Secret Life of Otters

Winters at ONWR can be harsh, but river otters are wel lpredu
guard hairs ahodbhabhei hoheselong, and an extremely dense un
Air trapped between these |l ayers creates the bubbl e tr adrla d¢
maintain their fur, |l eading to the slides and roll s sepeyg lo

Next time you visit the refuge, watch for otter slides

SHELTER

Ri ver otters ¥
abandoned bea
muskratomdewmse B
crevices in dop
Otters |ine t
with grasses
smal | branche

MOVEMENT

Otters cadb5r mnl
per houwr swi f up
miles perThewrca
and hold theprtod
ei ght nmi nWhteens f i s
traveling, ot pa@i
Ot t erlsbh2e0adf t h -surfacing
body wei ghab aw again to
2i3poun)d,s feedi keep
fish and other
Sensitive whi
strong senses
hearing hel
detect fog




We exi st ébecause

Fresh water is a finite resource.| We
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge Clomp
southern shore of Lake Ehiee wotrhe. 1Tt
Great Lakes contain about 20% of [t he
in jeopardy. The wetlands of Ottawa

critical role in the Lake Erie ecosy

—— FRIENDS OF — | andscape; working to protect NW Ohi

OTTAWA l ei sure. They also provide i mportant

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE birds, fish and wildlife. Friends of

works to support Ohio's only nationa
fundraising and volunteerism so that

wildlife and community deserve.

i have been photographing s
phot ography has become a ce
Ottawa National Wildlife Re

been a blessing in many way',
and remar kabl e biodiversity.’,
sense of <crmoenenmuinnigt yf el | ow pha
sharing knowledge and exper "
of what eachupisit wildl off;"‘-,"-:" y
_t:‘!-*'-l.’l
Ottawa Refuge never disappo',:"{;f:“,_ \*
found within the refuge is i
the promise of something ne‘\i\'i“.’"""ii‘:"u""‘“'z'uzo, A Was et
to a species that | hadt hevdor pho
‘. American river otter.
fl"‘-”qu‘ 4 Observing these playful and chari
memor abl e experience. The quiet a
2 surface, followed by the deli ght

made each encounter unforgettabl e

Because of these moments, Ottawa
to be my first choi c-ea fpdracwi Itcdlaitf
inspires, challenges and r ewarods

‘%’gwq;;g’.‘f:’.’g { : dDena Kraft, Cover PhQ



Letter from the President

Dear Friends and Supporters,

This past year presented both wune ed chall enges
constraints and an extended shutdown, our organi zat
commi t ment of our supporters, donors, volunteers,
|l ove, not only endured but continued to thrive.

Toget her, we made tangible progress in advancing
schol arships to two high school students, funded t
through the I nnovation Fund, and contributed 12, 00
| strength of our community and a shared dedicati on '
ahead to 2026, [ am confident in our collective abi

Within the pages of this Annual
makes this plaeaeptaockyobppeaat, s ATV ()
bel onging, and a Porloatceec tfeodr |da nsdcsoR¥§
when people feel a meaningful :
grateful to the staff of ONWR,

| refuge remains a sanctuary for

.| for all

On behalf of the Board of Direc
the FrieAdmest aflifili awhasd Bbhade

. advocacy, and public engagement €O
of the organization. Their dedic’:q:tégr—
community outreach, and the operai,‘
is exemplary. We are equally thankf
members, businesses, visitors, and

Ri ver Otter explores a roScH)de9I[et |fT0a|} |mnsdeF hselnghoundatlon of O
us strengthen our programs and br oa

| am also proud to serve alongside
2025 BOARD MEMBERS Board of Directors, i
members who bring val
perspectives and expe.
Together, we are co0mmi
building on the stron
in prior years and en
term sustai FRabehdsyob!
ONWR.

TajindePr 8sndhn
Pete Schvwage rP,r e sji
Tara BoSdacartestrar
Ron Ovefdfmgasur e
Jim Krieger
Justin Wol dt
Jacob Price
Joey Warner
Sara Sherick

| would like to cl &ke
continues tiwe gdd e e

Mi c h aded o 10e “T . inherit the earth fR®o
Carol Fingerh[‘ﬂu&jlndersmgh ancestors; we borroW

Friends BoardCPBi ¢ @idPay d Browerli.,j:‘u‘}

FRI ENDS STAFF R

. . We invite you to join us in hong R

JAIImeeHENxen'utlvse I:Imre(-’mm(f)te?rship, volunteer service, C o

e a_nt:?re torgnylagra@jeercts. Your involvement
Sharon, P¥¢€ssitor E x 84 eV i .




From t he I\/I( nage.!

As the Refuge Manager, one of the things about
peopl e. Every day, I feel bl essed to be able t
people alongside some wonder ful individual s. I
public |l ands, manage healthy ecosystems, and a
am supported by dedicated and passionate conse
tirelessly to deliver the mission of the U.S.
stewards, we work to conserve, &prnoatteucrta | ahnedr irtee
Our |l egacy is the acres of | and conserved, res
ecosystems we manage,; and the thousands of vis
world to enjoy and create |l asting memories of
staff, volunteers, partners, and stakdeémhel der s
words of MattiUei Syepaédwkeenghaére i s teamwor k a

1 coll aboration, wonder fuldl hhP88S waenwbeeaabl eve

é_ unity and strength as a team to effectively de

=

= . This year saw a number of Kraerflu grel esntianfgf, |Deeapvuet yt

: JasonP-LeWIS Refuge Manragtirred at the end of May. Karl [was

= Refuge Manageupervised the maintenance pitag@ryamedmdeenslired

N operations were in |ine with national and

i offourtney Lopez, Wildlife Refuge Speciali

,_C_’ Biologist; and Brandon Giesl|l €our Maieyt evmanes sMachahi ¢ o our

(GLRI') efforts. She was the team lead for many of our GLRI
;‘ ecologically functional |l andscapes. Josh is a talented Wrn o

region through conservation planning, data analysis, and e
3 phenomenal equipment operator and skilled maintenance prof
& these individuals. They made i mpactful contributions totoh
3 fish and wildlife conservation e — -
3.
4 This report allows us to refl

celebrate our accomplishments

chall enges, but in the face of

success and a renewed sense of

Phot o:

Noteworthy Highlights and

f Hosted Regional Director, - ’
Assi stant Regional Directo Refuge. S.taff and contractor
Visitor Center | obby.
T Worked to expand hunting a
refuge caaodndplnegx ,t housands of acres po—f——i—ooraoacad
opportufnart i@mi o hunters and angl e
T Managed water on 4, 87t2hraocurgehs voafr iwg i(
management manipul ations includin
i mproving habitats for migratory REFUGE STAFF
T Restored 4®»f2%Wweadrasmmsds al ong the H Jason ReWwuge Mana
Marinewood Unit. Ron HufReniaung,e Bi ol
T Restored native trees dnd srhrpuwbrsi g Jeff PRiinvma,t e Lands
reforestation at three sites alon|Rebecca Vlewitwo,r Ser v
f Conducted prescribetdoféenbhaonelpol Chuck Bhietenance
wildlife habitats. Owen Sed¢@aamdenance
f Established 2.68 acres of wetolnan ~ Rodney [Folwdtorerj
parcels, benefitting over 78 acre|POminique FEdemas, Wi l

enhancement projects.

Franklin D. Roosf@wnhel ondrycéismaitdt o our realization @Thépbeor
no doubt that our collective conservation success thirsedyea
Vision. I am deeply grateful to everyone who supports thke
better than today.

~
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Your National Wildlife Re#:ge

The Ottawa Natl Ottawa National WiIdIifle Refuge Complex 2025
Refuge Compl eX [essc—s——ies V)
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e
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. Location Map for Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge Complex, Ohio.
guided tour or po. oo,

We s t Si ster |l sl and NWR:

This 82 acre island is situated in Lake Erie, about 9
rookery in the U.S. Great Lakes. Access is by permit o

e
Part of a Larger System £y

i

Ottawa National Wi | dl

¥ g much | arger National
e Mo IS o} R .
s _._.":.,‘;. Lo, Known as ones odr eAaneast

~ e », M T S 2 q
iy Bt e conservation success
. <¢ (Ll P

Region 6 , 70V protected and restore

“eq\i‘i.'““"“‘““e“ of species including

o eyl migratory birds.

Ottawa National Wil dl
Region 3 of the Unite
Wil dlife Service. Als
Regi on, Region 3 enco

O E.\ and four out of five
e —————— _). NATIONAL WILDLIFE ‘.: 9
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u
P Wil dlife Service, and

vi wiviv. f




Friends Priorities

| mpact Areas

8§ LAND ACQUI SI TI ON AND RESTORATI}

Since 2013 the Friends have managed

and Restoration called the Joan andp @

One of 4wemrm goals is to establish s G
will allow us to aid the refuge wit o
owners and restoration of existing
SanduskyoBdgte, we have purchased

We al so entered into an agreement

Program to fund restoration project

iGirls Just Want to Have

Making sure the next generation cares. . %ce) RN
do is a priority for our group. Therefo e Friend
| i-dheanging career opportunities through I|living stipendg
and classes to experience all the refuge has to offer.
Pat hways Program that provides additional opportunities

Wil dlife Service allowed the Friends to develop scopes

Pesc' V'&sitor
¢

responsibilities and impact while providitg@grovassxtsemhede.

§ PUBLI C USE PROJECTS

Friends of Ottawa NWR is committed to helping the refug

H oa
efi rwo
ref

e i mpr

Es

Creek

ne &r ~t"h2» Crane

& UNd
§ YOUTH DEVELOPMENT Friends Stra):f APIheD)toMa(rIshaII,

Environment al Education, Interpretation, Photography, Fi#gdiom§g
decks and wildlife cameras, help to maintain @gublppehaaigl ati ¢

Blue Goose Scholarship

‘; Congratulations to our Blue Go
. Ogrodowski of Notre DDaenmen mMa allm
- The Aerospace and Natural Scie
L' ' schol arship awardees wer eWhnhao

Mi gratory Bird Day in May.

-‘ The Blue Goose Scholarship Pr of
of the National Wildlife Ref ugh

Lo
. S/N0/as

goose was designed by carnixionogni
Darling. Concerned with poll ut \"'félhwwm
Darling worked these themes in
people can benefit from natur e

ThankBriteends of Ottawa NWR | nn
$2,500 scholarships were award

protect our natural resources.

exceptional essays demonstrat.i

conservation as well as outsta

extracurricular activities, an} ; — s :

environmental activism. Lily pTamrs—T0 pu’.ad oTugr e T

Environment al Steuvodnineas ,p laannds Craoy pur sue

degree in Ecology, Evolution, =&2f@°'cds §b‘?v"‘é‘t”“8hs Woy”cng‘%rsafdaw ‘fp
: . Refug enSv};sE%m Mas]ptt uddle

to see where their journeys |l ead and 0 Ut'ures ~wi
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We Are Ottawa NWR!

W

filn t he primary caregi 0y | Vemore
\u.l\ ‘\\\ 4 ers|
di sabled parent and Future Spec“‘i{!ﬁ,ﬁ,m Exp'°rat'°n C pocks
°°°° ,"C" Connection o Lzl Socred .;'“’-‘
and stressful. The : Wik F’eoce\\ A3 u.\.,‘u.‘.?g)‘f
refuge has been a Sereniey O)% O, Memorics
Fntu.n \ g Ncﬂure
dJenny Murray Wild ;_;\0
oM “Memorics.
_ Serenity:
i can n.o |l onger hike so f Fssential Amaziag™ 9 ¢
connection to nature. I m T B'?C"VG.@'TY e
refuge with the drive and o "l‘rL‘l‘Cfl 2
me with the outdoors Wildlife = Home
[} g 3

oLisa Rutl edge, Ta

2NV
2
- \n,el’

Wh at does Ottawa Nati onal Wi |

iHel | o! My ebdmé !l hsn 10 years cl ean
nature is one of the @Ghyawéd NWR ha
such a huge role in my sobriety jo
sunsahd,the diversity and abundanc
birder of sorts, but wow, I have b
ref@agetire speace and quiet from mo
unmatcheldove how | can go out on t

and it totally turns to nhorheo ntehsatnl
recall a ba@Okapermeyibe.bbgs ewesu
adapt and cover!) Another amazing i
o

h

n

a

0

> o5 0 T C

pportunity to work at Lighthoudse Sobe
ome for people in early recovery. | [
ature. They get to experience the Wil

haven't had a single person | 've

erﬁ\/{l%lcgwgar,nt%gis ié‘)sﬂ'hamagbeg.for my fi an

Jef f Schill hi kes with his Wo 0

e been on many eveni nghevad kmed o, sece
someti mes because | am Hdhiendg ral yhdoekrisr d d o bkwd hd m.amwaly e vl
supporter of the refuge nd do my best to be a good steward
wi | dithiafnek. you for always being myolittle slice of Heaven o

0 JeS&c¢hl]ilRort Clinton,

iWonder f ul ti mes
company of d&ine
o0Dan Best

rovided me with an es
t hat | encoun.toe
OPhi | Al t house

where | go to get om
0Bob Mockensturm|

iy mo m, my dog i , a
|l ake, so having close ac has been [
; i A inyen ,m sqoac
changing. We love be||wqo t b %c’)n\]\ﬂanﬁ ??hm%e
OHol ly Leemast el
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Meet the Future of Conservag
Making sure that the next generation

Becca

- do is a priority for our group. Frien

= provi delsarddgifreg car eer o pphoarntdusniitnteesr s

o with |iving hstlippemgdsensure that financ

= entering the conservation field. '

= Our intérpssdoohbhespreentri but e. From ..._

f qwildl ife monitoring to public program@¥™a

i | worl d experience that builds confiden
Jconservation worKk. 4

o

Wi thin my summer at the Ottawa N]étoionlaptV\%e ﬁne§c h?efugce

<1 learned that | can do more7tha]n3|8th®LngMtWBrcckuld':- Flr ug;_

|l earning the different types of rd ¢ bt i-ng a 2
certification, time on the refué)efre?‘ ?plg Edj%‘tjtlpillf

peace and personal growt h. Before thlsen‘p ¢05|Ynepesl wa s
unaware of the amount of people that support refuge -‘t

through the Friends of Ottawa NatFBOeQ:aalus\é.('qu' |%?fe4%esh

(thank you!). Because of this 'ntF[;tﬁPrHe i'n Itheurther rea @
that | want to better the environmeg eF {h ng{ﬁegFPSfat
to enjoy wildlife and natur 2 deecna n'g TS
Environment al Science atd T AN = cUcp(5|¥1§Ir|S§llir¥1ent.

0 Shannon Benner, b! | o : / at ONWR hel ped

valuablenhanger

t hat | |l eaned- o
ti me, per manent
to the internsh

now | ivi-hgnaoydt
of being a biol

Additionally, be
internship |I am n
|l eader. My internshfip
equi pped me with-omore tfhan
experience. I al so gai nged
"&h here all the timékihha,|sschlrsdpebbier spH

something newrewodwtday, and creati Ve ¢
d Phoebe Jackson, Binotleorgnys hiinpt eorrnogr am al s g&
amazing mentors who gui
and even served as refe

my {ftulme job. Lastly, |

3

can | ean on for the res
memories that wild.l al wa
Spending three interns
opportunity | take Iig
program, I a-moandcedebive
more passionate conser
attentive |l eader, and o

o Al ex Marshall, Visito




irhi s
my s e |

wi t h
cont i
somet

lexperiences gained and fri ef

nt er

iMy favorite

inter
Nati o
part.i
ups .
vari o
mai nt
i mpr e
vol un
showe
ef for
me f e
to th
meani
coll e
t he ¢
beach

fun way to remember

at th
0 Av a
Il nter

contributing membe
conservation team/
XxXperience, | did

e

depth of coll abor} ddntribute. |t has been

operate a nationa Usgieg mosl', -sahnd ta ftor t he Fri

the genuine care A being able to use my dig
staff bring to prot Al ifkei IMhd lien t his internshi
hel ping the public anfledi a accounts has al so

connect with these spe pl acetshings about the refuge

Wor king alongside such passionatpge dplod.e s|sijogwvad sb esihrogyeadp |
me how every role®sugdppasritom.t Becra@foBg e s hel ping with wil
of this internship, | am now detjesr mipn eagd ot jof fpeUrreSnute€ waa yC atr

internship hel Because of this interns
f as a valuabl o art skills in a way that
: Rteedducating people on Otta
“\ why what we do is i mport
ldweer ¢dmmeess on how you can

the U.S. Fish and W|Id||fe Service, Twheresl seani| a
nue contributing to co RORRN X e makessand peoph
hing | arger than mysel e bl whorithe so
8l phoowehoptathis
thdl wWf pPdRef EO®WI
'l ad to have go
opportunity and
continue hel pin
0 Mia Pesci, Vis
Il ntern

nship. Thank you, Otd a
0 Karrie Smith, Op

iMy favorite part about th i nternship
is seeing all the beauty W e refoug
I't'"s so much bigger than mos & 0
t hink. I also enjoyed meeting ¢
working with theM™Yndrae/@ifgtee pPeldp
who keep the def @88 MynfPhgyre time a
8 Dee Wilbur, been getting to be i
g r f projects
gp?togo%ydlnatdr‘a Ic'fiéa(lrtrtzomnd/veedlresu

nship at Ottawa al so enjoyed knowin

nal Wildlife Reff Was angible positive
cipating in beac Ieanpeople to know t hat
't felt rewar did VISIptl oth&f 1 and. This land ha
us beaches Ot PSand a bright future. I1t's al
ain. | was es| f|nd community, fulfillment,

ssed by the

N nPaft t er what you're seeking,
teers who co )

di scover and space for ewery

d up and gav ye st O Willow Barnes, Oper s
t. These cl eg ade

el l i ke | wa baMy favorite experiences wer
e community paddling programs and wor Ki
ngful way. | njoyBanger Station. I've always

furi ngmportant for many animals,
g itSe@tbt is incredible, and |
as ato take at | east one shuttl g

i me pPark ranger specializing in
edrefuge. Cuyahoga Valley National Par

Ersig, Visito@Se';_icestrL”y di scovered my love f
n =4 | d Danny Sharp, Visito ‘

g

cting beach g‘I
|l ean ups and
glass art, wh
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From moments alone to shared ,|, 1..,‘
community grows here.

Hi! My name is Sharon Pesci,

the Friends of Ottawa NWR Vis
for ond ywdamr.ted as a voluntee
work in The Rookery Nature St
focuse&dUormbWk xperience the re
t heri ends of ONWR can enhance

I love to connect withhear mhp = ° _“.;g:g'g

new and share our experiencesg, 39N PEPR] Oawﬁar%fortﬁevmpm
peace of wvisiting alone and ot ¢5|s,fqaom@ravy|§n dofwinh NS ogd P dyar
famillyve lto watch strangers CON]WR,SGFFlaeIansOMferMa@lbéSMaﬂgh,a and

l'ifer, but share stories about the beauty of the trees and
eagle that soared overhead. And when visitors come dinrecti
and |l andamadkshébr search. |1 |l ove to see friends meeting up
riders who | edesi wethoaegpeatence more. | llowedtondsart hew
you were married on the r efpegd,est hea ngde ehroovh e/ ufro re yeelsu dii e t

floodingokackhel groups we meet who accidentally found us a
come every few months fbrlavweebeadewfamlfreenrjartlC|pate

| ove of nature amdedi biydumg kidé and gran

explore and lievmargn ne they will all see t

wildlife as they get older, just I ike my

I am t htaon ksfourlk f or the Who emidselods DINWRwo T
ONWR to create and maintai nouwr hreatl itvhé ewhn
see each day how my work matters to
staff.

I consider myself vebiyrd uwktyhtmy beeambage
birding knowledge all ows me to have a gr
of the beauty weNeholhdret o@NWR.ob space t (&8
common goal of supportipgotbeatebtrgepeoilfr

I am stildl | earning about birds and wet/|

t his jour nepyr ottoegcett hhearb ittoat , educate yout
excitement and peace i
see the beauty of an

[ g
it sets out on a new adAtovtegr Mi,a and
holiday fundraiser
| still don't know al l §thaer oh o@rdd IF a imeensd,s

directions with gestureQakafarhorndmalrek Sestp
pl ace is a beauty | ik

thankful to be part of

you might find, and |

i s nothing more than

You can find me at th
Rookery, organizing vV
assisting with an event
trying to osnneaakshaway e

Sharon Pesci s do | need

) ) see? Ho
I sitor Experie

sharon@f ri endsof




Refuge Financials

he FY25 budget allocaxQ%%sExdeendi ture Break

l'ast year withhtsamea Naitdhtnal wildlife

s. We were abl getspimarlifon Motrh@much of
ti oal mai ntenance and

priorities but some
ve measures were postFpé)lned

Overalll

similar t
di ff renc
mo st esse
managemen
preventat
biggest ¢
staffing
sources

. u 7%
all enge continues to be r\edu‘m

evels. Special project . i m Maintenance,
ke th Gr e a Lakes Res '

I ni ti Gr e Ameri can Outd

ot he fu ing OURCeSs W

mi ssion deli and enEsperng

sustainabili i 2025. RN

SO T — > "~ > oo

The Friend tawa NWR wer

contributo eatebogk

sustainabi i , including cost ng to f
preventat.i intenance projec yout h

hiring, an porting public re%reati onal

progr dams s report highlights many of

the shared priorities that the refuge and Friknds
collectively supported in 2025, Supplies, 27%

The | argest utility expenditure is electricity. Most of
typically 60% of our total electricity usage i s spent o
the Visitor Center The Visitor Center solar array supp
summer . Fuel costs were high again this year, although
restoration that did not directly impact the base budge

| "
d f:‘._ PR

“Honoring Karl Fleming

This year marks the retirement of Kar/l
decades in public service and conserva
an SCA volunteer in 1987 and | ater ser
primarily with the U.S. Fish and Wil dl

During his career, Karl worked in mult
private | ands conservation, and habita
included positions in New York, South

his final five years, Karl served as A
Refuge, supporting refuge operations.

We apprecd ayearkardf service and the ma

supported throughout his career, angetWge Wilafdigelh ! Mmsdh!Letwh
wekehrned retirement! (pictured right) with an 4
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Friends Financials

2025 Revenue & Expenditure 2025 FRIENDS REVENUE

nvestment, 9%
|

Go rnment funding does not cover all at neceNagyrrey Stgope.
a fuge. As a result fFmwideodgdeudpes rleifkueges de

Fri nds of Ottawa National Wildlife Refu

ga , providing finandinal202khd walppotré¢emn

Eri nds of Ottawa National Wildlife Ref

st ams $6dtlalléd.

Abo$t302,0f13FONWR expenditures went
t h Refuge Complex and community i N
conservation, wildlife protecti och2"'Fy 4 F(‘fwgegr{ﬁ
an educaRefomge support includes items /s »

access and maintenance projects, intern dénds, %\nd firedtdi
transportation. This y®h80, f%Tamge support 'luded ‘” Donat i
grants and cooperative agreements for proj é1§ su,{é”ﬁ\as t f& C
Pat hways Program and the restoration'Bdgtf ément t hr owWghest hiect e
Partners for Fish & Wildlife Programl. ' $671 1 Befrations. 1

Summary of Friends Accomplishments in 2025

8§ Funded 10 inte h that assisted ref20925 FRIfEfNDV\TQﬁ tEhXPENSE

s hi
combined tot al f 4,018 hours of worgk and pI‘OVI%%|d EC @ € €y
. Natur e re, R ’ 0
devel opment tr ning opportunities for ns".

Cont i
by p

nued expa ing the Friends Career . ] gram
oviding a anced opportunities toAéutst hnterns

hou

r
of wor k i mmuni ty engagem inter
and e\ N

i
r

and supporting Level 3 paréle atpl%rrllsts\i&alwo
s ]
i

vasive s i es management .

Awa d two $2 Bl ue Goose Schol aj
seni S pursui grees in coﬁ‘é”dl’f% St Pen &

Fun field tri ransportation grants for
bri ing 40 stud sorn oe rtvhier arerhairgtea If or hands
edu ion exper. es.

W {10/ e f e upp
Sp red educat.i al events inclV@889sng?it e T cerfrgengur
Wo op and Yo Water fowl Hunt Workshop.

Le 3 refuge t s on the electric shuttl$49 Xpan:(lilng acc

fo H SI t 0 s Of ages and abiolaoroto1ooe sofooooooooooccoooooooooooccooooo.oooooocoooo
2025 FRI ENDS ASSETS
Ma i ined thre ivestreaming wildlife cameras, connecting

t h nds f pe to the refugshoferom anywh e . Unrestricte
I nvestment Operating F

Wo wi t t he tners for Fish and\\Ni ram to
re e over 300 res -lodnchsabi tat acro
proj ts i Ootta Sandusky, and Eri

Fu t he Kont z tland delineation
in | ati n, pr iding permanent in
pr t restored tl ands.

Pr ided for trai and groundEs”d?q _
fo e Wildlife ive and hlklngtra ectri

t h shuttle shed nd mowing at West { Landi

a4 4 Savi ng
Stepped in to co essential gqgper.ation / , r e2set r
supplies to crit |l equi pment EqEEiP@dntS , 19 l owing
remai focused o onservation worykidgratdigret han
admini strative constraints. Inventory, $d ,6 370,
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Visitor Services Highlighigy

i

Great Lakes Restoration | nit.ilfd

Beginning in the summer of 20_7__'
Il nitiative (GLRI) Focus Area
park ranger, and | ater, an in

objectives of Fdawn dateiaonvs fcal
Restorati oanr eAfettiol:oats e t he next §
about the Great [dkhdsceadsygst
science to inform and as@&Tehsiss
position supports the Visitor
site through programming and

This year, participation in p
to | aslt8 1y evaorl,unt eers devoted 3
remove 2,2151bs of trash duri
23 dogs became certifiaemdd R.vA.nA ' ®
as Swan Fest, Lorax Day, and the Holtd
the refuge come alive with visitorps -
the year.

Environment al Education
The environmental education {p
g

1,000 students to the ref 1

addition to fundi nTghi2s7, cilnk SHOTGUN DEBRIS?
combination with other yout rogr THE CHANGE STARTS WITH ME!
2,733 participants throughout the

théysade tour (based out of Magee) HOW CAN | HELP?

biggest field trip with 151 part:. 5 | | Pick up shotgun debris

ossibl e wi t h t he s u or t of art and deposit here.
i PP P WHY?

Protecting Our Coastline Through
An ongoing partnership with Ol d Wd
Research Reserve (OWC) resulted i
OWC provided Marine Debris Monitor :
( MDMAP) protocol training, and thi f 40 million
Admi ni stration community science people
adjoining the Port Clinton Lakefrdd c pollution
worth of data and i
this effort. We al oFeice oF =

the issue of shotg MANAGEMENT RESTORATION
designing and i mpl .
collection bins that can be found at the |

Some of the collected debris even ended
Sol ecki and was on display at the Port
Refuge Kayak Fl eet: Opening Doors to
Finally, three paddling events truly stood o
I ntroduction to Paddling to the Ottawa Count
& court on the water. I n September, we hosted
and Ottawa for a full day of activities, inc
l. , that month, we partnered with the City of To
Basia Gawin I sl and Restoration kayak tours highlighting
UBY N through GLRI. {
:""IV'}’ USFWS Visitor Services A
'..}-"«‘i‘ Specialist & EQui [8BRePEr y#7d to seeing these efforts i St
N the Americas _ . LRAte€KDe e

to grow i t coming year.



Growing With The Refuge

have thought a | ot about change this year
ur annual visitation reaching 90, 000. We
ndoor space for school fid&dhd ini 2826 IWwear
[
0

isitation of 412, 796hibsuti swiptohs sa bd tea fbfe caafu
mbination of people who are just as i mp

Some of the changes over the years have b4#
was the construction of the Visitor Center

visitors to the refuge. I't certainly met o
l ooking at changes we canSmmkethbdonmeenetdday
some repaired, and some continue to be exact]l
restrooms in the county. Having a Visitor Center
weekend, we have visitors from around the coug%e
people who live in the | ocal community and fr d %
Visitor Servi
There has been another change in our visitors: we have see
visitors, but with the increasing number of photographegs
on the refuge and how they are enjoying it, and we apprec
some wildlife populations has changed, and it is the wild!l
publicized the viewing opportunities. Signs of beaver acti
photos of them. Then river otter sightings became more com
.. pelicans are common summer Vvisitors. Al
4 1 4 : 8\5"9"}3 to add to our number of visitors.
(O Cp Frcilitating access to the refuge and t ke
c 5 . days the Wildlife Drive is open each year
VV”d“ﬂE[)nve‘E,one vayy each year, eventually it grew to
weekend in the summer. Winter weather andi
1 1’ 9040 rest of the year, but the number of days
\ﬂDthteEH- rS oyer_25,000 cars travel the route gach y.e
viewing areas, a number of propertiEwswer wn

one of these changes has been an exciting
Wi fe and dpoernipnego pll enew area provides

prograrnlaar|!e r visitors and the chance to welco

ced to the magical place that is ~t

= (

o .
o m =
c

Somet hing that hasn't changed is an amazif
keep the refuge running. Refuge volunt eer|
moved to Ohi o, and those same volunteers
faces may have changed, and that is one

become part of our refuge family. When t higy
volunteers are always welcomed into the f
as they choose to shhre yéadaeirwéimadw21id wu
contribute 11,940 hour s, oVNolt heteguisvaloe @
from our monthly bird census and frog

parking |l ots and dikes, to maintaining
erything that needs to be done without

One exciting change | have really enjoyed WwWasmhédhegrhfowtsh ofnftoh
meeting hosted by a group of volpmtoéétstwooseypplobotetthrerefeagti oI
they are today. It has been a change that allows for theverefu
are able to accommodate such a massive increase in visingrs wii
for interns and contract employees to assist the staffr in dai
S shuttle because the Friends purchased that equipment for the'  r
and property and restoration of habitat. From that firstrtgroup
, and help with funding additional staff to what they are today}|
\) ey s
'Q(J I know that we have not made all the changes that everyone Jvdis
g*f forward to more changes in 2026. posrey






