
   

 

   

 

 

Controlled Hunt Rules and Regulations 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Ohio Division of Wildlife have partnered in the establishment of controlled hunts. 
Controlled hunting will be permitted on Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge and Magee Marsh Wildlife Area in designated areas by 
permit only. These hunt units are within areas that have ongoing management activities. The goal is to provide a quality hunt 
opportunity and have minimal staff interference within hunt units; however, there is NO guarantee that staff or other 
organizations will not enter the hunting areas to complete required work. 
 
Further questions may be answered by reading the Ohio Hunting and Trapping Regulations for the current hunting season, 
or location specific questions may be directed to Ottawa NWR staff by contacting dominique_thomas@fws.gov or 
jeff_finn@fws.gov .  For questions pertaining to hunt unit maps, please email jeff_finn@fws.gov or call at 419-206-1577.  
 

ALL INJURIES OR ACCIDENTS OCCURRING ON REFUGE PROPERTY MUST BE IMMEDIATELY 
REPORTED TO REFUGE HEADQUARTERS: 14000 WEST STATE ROUTE 2, OAK HARBOR, OHIO 43449 – 

FEDERAL WILDLIFE OFFICER PHONE (571) 369-4840.  
IN AN EMERGENCY CALL 911. 

 

General Rules 
 

• All state laws apply to controlled hunts. All applicable licenses, tags, certifications, and stamps are required to 
participate in controlled hunts. All harvested animals must be tagged and reported immediately. Hunters must follow all 
rules set forth in the Ohio Hunting and Trapping Regulations booklet in addition to applicable state/federal laws. 

 

• No other animal may be shot at or harvested aside from what is indicated on your permit. 
 

• Under no circumstances may you hunt outside of the unit indicated on your permit. Additionally, we prohibit 
hunting or shooting within 150 feet (45.7 meters) of any structure, building, or parking lot. 
 

• Youth hunters shall remain within an arm’s reach of a non-hunting adult so that the adult can take direct control of 
the weapon if needed. 
 

• If you are unable to attend your hunt for any reason you may transfer your permit to another hunter. The 
transferred permit must be signed by the original permit holder as well as the transferee. If you are unable to transfer 
the permit, contact refuge staff so they may attempt to reassign the hunt. When you transfer the permit, please pass 
along any and all information you have received about your hunt to the transferee, including rules, maps, and 
gate codes, and encourage them to reach out to refuge staff with any questions. 
 

• There will be no in-person check-in or check-out. You may arrive at the refuge no earlier than two hours before 
sunrise.  
 

• Hunting partners may hunt without the permit holder present as long as the permit is present with the hunting 
partners during the hunt. 

 

• For safety reasons, all gates on refuge property must be kept closed and will not be opened the morning of 
your hunt. You will be provided with any necessary combinations to unlock gates and access your unit. If for some 
reason you do not receive a gate code, it is the hunter’s responsibility to reach out prior to the day of their scheduled 
hunt to receive the gate code. If you wait until the day of the hunt to obtain the gate code, you may not be able to access 
the hunt unit at your desired time. If you open a gate, close it behind you when you enter or exit your unit. It is important 
to keep the public out of restricted areas, especially during hunting season. 
 

• If you encounter another hunter in your unit, call the federal wildlife officer at 571-369-4840. Aside from refuge staff, 
it is unlikely that anyone outside the hunting party will be in your unit. Be aware there are public waterways that border 
some units are open for public waterfowl hunting. If those hunters do not enter the unit and remain at the water’s edge, 
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they are legally allowed to hunt. Additionally, please be aware that during later season refuge hunts, archery hunters 
may encounter permitted trappers along the marsh.  
 

• There will be a hunt preview held September 20 & 21, 2025, from 9am-4pm. During these times you may preview 
and scout your unit. This is not a guided event and there is no check-in; you may go directly to your unit. Refuge staff 
will be on site to answer questions. This designated date and time is the only time you may preview your unit as 
many of these areas are closed to the public and other hunts will be taking place. 
 

Deer Hunt Specific Rules 
 

• Harvest limits during controlled deer hunts are as follows: 
 

o All: 
▪ The bag limit for this hunt is the same as the county bag limit. Deer management permits may be 

used for antlerless deer. Antlerless deer harvested on controlled hunts are exempt from the one 
antlerless deer bag limit on public lands. Antlerless deer harvested during this hunt do not count 
towards the county or statewide bag limit but do count towards the controlled hunt bag limit of six. 
Only one antlered deer may be taken statewide during the entire hunting season including 
during controlled hunts. 

▪ Be advised, Ottawa NWR hunt units are in Ottawa and Lucas Counties. It is the hunter’s responsibility 
to know where they are located. If you have any questions, please reach out prior to your hunt.  

o Archery: 
▪ Permit holder & hunting partner may both harvest an antlered deer in accordance with state 

regulations. 
o Gun: 

▪ Permit holder may harvest an antlered deer in accordance with state regulations.  A hunting partner 
may only harvest antlerless deer in accordance with state regulations. 
  

• Hunting Partners: 
 

o Gun and Archery Hunts: 
o Permittees may bring one additional hunting partner. 

o All Mobility-Impaired Hunts: 
o Permittees may bring one additional hunting partner and one non-hunting assistant to help in the 

field. 
o Youth Hunts:  

Permittees may bring a youth hunting partner. Each youth hunter must be accompanied by a 
separate non-hunting adult at all times.  

 

• Hunters are permitted to use climbing stands, ladder stands, and ground blinds. Stands and blinds are only 
permitted to be set up during your hunt dates and must be removed at the completion of the final hunt date on your 
permit.  All stands and blinds must be labeled with the Ohio customer ID number. The use of nails, wire, screws or bolts 
to attach a stand to a tree, or hunting from a tree into which a metal object has been driven to support a hunter is 
prohibited on wildlife refuge areas. Additionally, please refrain from setting up stands or blinds in roadways or other 
areas that may inhibit staff from entering or driving through the unit. 
 

• All hunters must wear hunter orange in compliance with state regulations. If a hunter is required by state 
regulations to wear hunter orange, all assistants and non-hunting party members must as well.  

 

• If you need to track a wounded animal outside your unit or track after legal shooting hours you must contact 
refuge staff or the Federal Wildlife Officer. Refuge officials must be able to alert nearby hunters of the intrusion into 
their unit or gain permission from neighboring landowners to retrieve a deer if it enters their property. 
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• Daily limits are in accordance with state regulations. All hunt units are within the Lake Erie Marsh Zone, please 
refer to Ohio Hunting and Trapping Regulations for species specific regulations.  

 

• The hunt hours are from legal shooting light through 1pm. All waterfowl hunts are half day hunts only, and no shots 
are to be fired after 1pm. All hunters must exit the hunt units no later than 2:30pm. 
 

• Hunting partners: 
 

o Adult & Mobility-Impaired Waterfowl Hunts:  
▪ The permit holder is allowed to bring two hunting partners with a max of three hunters in each unit. 

o  Youth hunts: 
▪ Each permittee or transferee may select one (1) youth hunting partner. One non-hunting adult 

is required to attend the hunt with the maximum two (2) youth hunters per hunt unit.  
 

• Hunters are allowed to bring trained dogs to retrieve downed birds. Dogs must be kept on a leash while they are 
outside of the hunting unit. 
 

• Each hunter is limited to 25 approved non-toxic shotgun shells in the field. 
 

• Hunters and all members of their party may hunt anywhere within their boundary unit.  
 

• Boats will be provided for each unit along with a punt pole. You may need to use the boat to access the blind 
depending on the depth of the water, however, most units are assessable with chest waders. Hunters are permitted to 
utilize their own paddle craft in accordance with state regulations.  
 

Ottawa NWR Hunt Rules and Policies-Scan this QR code with your phone for the most up 

to date Rules and Policies specific to Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge 

  
 
 
 
 
Continue to the next page for access to hunt unit maps 
 
 



   

 

   

 

Hunt Unit Maps-Please scan this QR code with your phone to access the hunting map for your unit.  This QR 

code will take you to the website for Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge.  You will need to identify the correct map for 
your hunt unit after scanning the QR code. 
 
 

 
 
Maps for all of our hunting units can also be found at: 
https://www.friendsofottawanwr.org/fishing-and-hunting-information.html 

https://www.friendsofottawanwr.org/fishing-and-hunting-information.html

